
Open Universiteit 
www.ou.nl 

Authentic teachers: Student criteria perceiving
authenticity of teachers
Citation for published version (APA):

De Bruyckere, P., & Kirschner, P. A. (2016). Authentic teachers: Student criteria perceiving authenticity of
teachers. Cogent Education, 3, [1247609]. https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2016.1247609

DOI:
10.1080/2331186X.2016.1247609

Document status and date:
Published: 21/10/2016

Document Version:
Other version

Document license:
CC BY

Please check the document version of this publication:

• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can be important differences between
the submitted version and the official published version of record. People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the
final version of the publication, or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page numbers.

Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above, please
follow below link for the End User Agreement:
https://www.ou.nl/taverne-agreement

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:

pure-support@ou.nl

providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Downloaded from https://research.ou.nl/ on date: 23 May. 2023

https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2016.1247609
https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2016.1247609
https://research.ou.nl/en/publications/4fb29661-7303-45a0-8ce2-8fc4829a7f59


See	discussions,	stats,	and	author	profiles	for	this	publication	at:	https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309368726

Authentic	teachers:	Student	criteria	perceiving
authenticity	of	teachers

Article	·	October	2016

DOI:	10.1080/2331186X.2016.1247609

CITATIONS

0

READS

59

2	authors,	including:

Paul	Kirschner

Open	Universiteit	Nederland

474	PUBLICATIONS			10,524	CITATIONS			

SEE	PROFILE

Available	from:	Pedro	De	Bruyckere

Retrieved	on:	09	November	2016

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309368726_Authentic_teachers_Student_criteria_perceiving_authenticity_of_teachers?enrichId=rgreq-54715cef67ccd97af5dbdeec744f9fa1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMwOTM2ODcyNjtBUzo0MjM2Mzk1NjU3NzA3NTNAMTQ3ODAxNDk1MTk4OA%3D%3D&el=1_x_2
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309368726_Authentic_teachers_Student_criteria_perceiving_authenticity_of_teachers?enrichId=rgreq-54715cef67ccd97af5dbdeec744f9fa1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMwOTM2ODcyNjtBUzo0MjM2Mzk1NjU3NzA3NTNAMTQ3ODAxNDk1MTk4OA%3D%3D&el=1_x_3
https://www.researchgate.net/?enrichId=rgreq-54715cef67ccd97af5dbdeec744f9fa1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMwOTM2ODcyNjtBUzo0MjM2Mzk1NjU3NzA3NTNAMTQ3ODAxNDk1MTk4OA%3D%3D&el=1_x_1
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Paul_Kirschner?enrichId=rgreq-54715cef67ccd97af5dbdeec744f9fa1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMwOTM2ODcyNjtBUzo0MjM2Mzk1NjU3NzA3NTNAMTQ3ODAxNDk1MTk4OA%3D%3D&el=1_x_4
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Paul_Kirschner?enrichId=rgreq-54715cef67ccd97af5dbdeec744f9fa1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMwOTM2ODcyNjtBUzo0MjM2Mzk1NjU3NzA3NTNAMTQ3ODAxNDk1MTk4OA%3D%3D&el=1_x_5
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Open_Universiteit_Nederland?enrichId=rgreq-54715cef67ccd97af5dbdeec744f9fa1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMwOTM2ODcyNjtBUzo0MjM2Mzk1NjU3NzA3NTNAMTQ3ODAxNDk1MTk4OA%3D%3D&el=1_x_6
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Paul_Kirschner?enrichId=rgreq-54715cef67ccd97af5dbdeec744f9fa1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMwOTM2ODcyNjtBUzo0MjM2Mzk1NjU3NzA3NTNAMTQ3ODAxNDk1MTk4OA%3D%3D&el=1_x_7


De Bruyckere & Kirschner, Cogent Education (2016), 3: 1247609
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2016.1247609

STUDENT LEARNING, CHILDHOOD & VOICES | RESEARCH ARTICLE

Authentic teachers: Student criteria perceiving 
authenticity of teachers
Pedro De Bruyckere1* and Paul A. Kirschner2

Abstract: Authenticity is seen by many as a key for good learning and educa-
tion. There is talk of authentic instruction, authentic learning, authentic problems, 
authentic assessment, authentic tools and authentic teachers. The problem is that 
while authenticity is an often-used adjective describing almost all aspects of teach-
ing and learning, the concept itself is not very well researched. This qualitative study 
examines—based on data collected via interviews and focus groups—which criteria 
students in secondary education use when determining if their teachers are authen-
tic. It yielded four criteria learners use: Expertise, Passion, Unicity and Distance.

Subjects: Teacher Education & Training; Secondary Education; Teacher Training; Teachers & 
Teacher Education; Teaching & Learning

Keywords: authenticity; teacher–student relationship; perception; secondary education

1. Introduction
Authenticity everywhere and for everything is “in” (Potter, 2010). Brands must create authentic ex-
periences for consumers/users (Gilmore & Pine, 2007); musicians only survive if they are perceived 
as being true (Peterson, 1997), and even in political elections, being authentic is an important issue 
(Williams, Pillai, Deptula, & Lowe, 2012). In education, researchers stress the importance of authen-
ticity (for an overview see, Kreber, Klampfleitner, McCune, Bayne, & Knottenbelt, 2007) for optimal 
learning, assessment and even teacher–student relationships. In teacher training 
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PUBLIC INTEREST STATEMENT
Does a teacher need to be authentic? The concept 
of authenticity has been discussed for decades, 
but what it actually means to be authentic as 
a teacher seldom progresses past the realm of 
philosophy. To get a better grip on this concept, we 
asked students in secondary education what—in 
their eyes—an authentic teacher is. Based on their 
responses, we distilled four criteria. Teachers are 
perceived as authentic when they know what they 
are talking about and can translate subject matter 
to the students’ knowledge level (expertise). 
Second, authentic teachers are passionate about 
what they teach (passion). Third, authentic 
teachers give students the feeling that each 
student and each class is different (uniqueness). 
Finally, authentic teachers aren’t friends with their 
students but have an interest in them (distance). 
By describing these student perceptions, this study 
helps us to understand and build better relations 
between students and teachers.
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